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Confined Space Entry Survey
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Minneapolis College of Art and Design
Confined Space Program Summary

This summary describes results of an initial confined space survey conducted by AES, Inc. on
March 27-28, 2008 in MCAD-owned buildings on their Minneapolis campus. Additional details
on spaces should be added to the survey, as conditions change or new information becomes
available,

The following definitions were used to determine which identified confined spaces meet the
definition of a Permit-Required Confined Space as defined by MN-OSHA under 29 CFR
1910.146, based on the available information on potential hazards.

Basis for Determination (from OSHA standard 29 CFR 1910.146)

Minnesota OSHA has adopted the federal confined space standard for general industry. Under
this standard, the following definitions are used to identify a confined space, a permit-required
confined space, and a non-permit space.

A confined space means a space that:

e Islarge enough and so configured that an employee can bodily enter and perform
assigned work; and
Has limited or restricted means for entry or exit; and

e Is not designed for continwous employee occupancy.
Note: According to OSHA, limited or restricted means of entry or exit mean an entrant’s
ability to escape in an emergency would be hindered. OSHA has interpreted that
HVAC equipment with access other than through a standard door is considered a
confined space. If an employee must bend down to avoid striking the top of an opening
or step over a raised threshold, OSHA considers the opening as restrictive to entry or exit.

Ventilated areas that are designed for contmuous human occupancy arc not considered as
confined spaces.

A permit-required confined space has one or more of the following:

e Contains or has a potential to contain a hazardous atmosphere; or

¢ Contains a material that has the potential for engulfing an entrant; or

* Has an internal configuration such that an entrant could be trapped or asphyxiated by
inwardly converging walls or by a floor which slopes downward and tapers to a smaller
Cross-section; or

* Contains any other recognized serious safety or health hazard.

A non-permit confined space means a confined space that does not contain {or, in the case
of atmospheric hazards, have the petential to contain) any hazard capable of causing death or
serious physical harm. Note: The buddy system is typically followed for entry into non-
permit confined spaces to ensure prompt response in case of a medical emergency.

Spaces that do not meet the definition of a confined space must be re-evaluated if there are
changes in use/configuration that might change the classification.
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Permit-Required Cenfined Spaces
Identified in MCAD Buildings to Date:

Spaces shown in italics may be entered by MCAD employees using the forms listed and
following required program procedures.

Space Description

MCAD Entry Policy

Air Handling Units (if unit can be
physically entered, has limited
access/egress, and space presents
potential serious hazards)

MCAD employees or contractors must use
Reclassification Form. These spaces can be
reclassified as non-permit when hazards arc
climinated, unless additional hazards are generated
during work operations.

Ceiling Chases for exhaust fans

MCAD employees or contractors must use Short
Form Entry Checklist (or equivalent).

Crawl Spaces

MCAD employees or contractors must use Short
Form Entry Checklist (or equivalent).

Elevator Pit (under-floor)

NO ENTRY BY MCAD EMPLOYEES ~
Authorized Contractors only. Contractors must use
Reclassification Form. Thesc spaces can be
reclassified as non-permit when hazards are
eliminated, unless additional hazards are generated
during work operations. Note: Elevator pits that
are connecied to building tunnel systems may
require Confined Space Entry Permit.

Elevator Shafts (above elevator cars)

NO ENTRY BY MCAD EMPLOYEES -
Contractors only. Contractors nust use
Reclassification Form. These spaces can be
reclassified as non-permit when hazards are
eliminated, unless additional hazards arc gencrated
during work operations. Note: Additional
considerations include connections to building
tunnel systems.

Fresh Air Intake Pit (South Main
Boiler Room)

MCAD employees or contractors must use
Confined Space Entry Permit. Note: A
mechanical device must be available to retrieve
personnel from vertical type permit spaces more
than 5 fect deep.

Pipe Chases

MCAD employees or contractors must address fall
hazard and use Short Form Entry Checklist (or
equivalent).

&0

Sump Pit

NO ENTRY ALLOWED under currept program.

Tunnels w/limited/restricted means
for entry exit (if space has limited
access/egress and space presents
potential serious hazards)

MCAD employees or contractors must usec
Confined Space Entry Permit.

10. Vault exhaust space

MCAD employees or contractors must use
Reclassification Form. These spaces can be
reclassified as non-permit when hazards arc
eliminated, unless additional hazards are generated
during work operations.
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Other Spaces Considered
(These spaces did not meet the definition of a permit-required confined space.)

Air Handlers/fHVAC units that cannot be bodily entered

Duct work (if no serious potential hazards identified in space)

Tunnels (if no serious potential hazards identified in space, or if access/egress is not limited)
Mechanical rooms designed for continnous human occupancy

Boilers that cannot be bodily entered

Ceiling chase (if no serious potential hazards identified in space)

MCAD Building List — Buildings With Confined Spaces

Main Building
Morrison Building
3. Liberal Arts (LA) Building

b
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