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PRIORITY DEADLINES
February 26th Deadline for Adjunct Academic-Year Appointments 2024-2025
Adjunct Faculty are eligible to request an Academic-Year Appointment from their department Chair or Director if they
meet the following conditions: 1) Qualify as, or are current, members of SEIU, and 2) have taught undergraduate BFA
or graduate MFA level credit-earning courses at MCAD for the prior four consecutive semesters, inclusive of the
current semester but excluding Summer Term.

If eligible, please submit this form by Monday, February 26th. Chairs and/or Directors of the programs will review the
requests and make recommendations to the VPAA.

Please see the Adjunct Faculty Collective Bargaining agreement for all details.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
MPCC Student Success Forum Hold the Date

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6t3dhEjIbpAQLp1fMo4-E8FsRGeRleTcq6WblSSDAFVamZQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6t3dhEjIbpAQLp1fMo4-E8FsRGeRleTcq6WblSSDAFVamZQ/viewform
https://intranet.mcad.edu/department/faculty-union-seiu-local-284


The Minnesota Private College Council is again hosting its free Student Success Forum. The focus this year is on
supporting neurodivergent students; the forum will be held in person at the University of St. Thomas on May 6th from
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. All faculty and staff are invited.  For more information, contact Jim Howley at
jhowley135@mcad.edu . 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES
VPAA/Faculty Open Dialogue Session

Tuesday, February 20, 12:10-1:00 p.m., Emeritus Conference Room
Faculty Senate Meeting

Tuesday, February 20, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
MCAD Illustration Topics Show Reception at Family Tree Clinic

Friday, February 23, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Family Tree Clinic
Deadline to Apply for Academic-Year Appointment 2024-2025

Monday, February 26
Visiting Artist Lecture: Andrew Chesworth

Thursday, February 29, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Auditorium 150
keepmeinmind Gallery 148 Solo Show Opening Reception

Friday, March 1, 7:00 p.m., Gallery 148
Midterm Week

Monday, March 4-Friday, March 8
McKnight Work Samples, Statements, and Application Strategies (with Fellowship Coordinator, Melanie 
Pankau)

Thursday, March 7, 6:00–7:00 p.m, Zoom 
Spring Break

Monday, March 11-Friday, March 15
All Faculty Meeting

Monday, March 18, 12:10-1:00 p.m, Auditorium 150
Faculty Senate Meeting

Tuesday, March 19, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Made at MCAD 2024: All-Student Juried Exhibition Reception

Friday, March 22, 6:00–8:00 p.m., Main Gallery
Weaving Water Workshop, Seeing Plants at MCAD: Community Offering

Saturday, March 23, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Concourse Gallery 
Midterm Grades Due

Tuesday, March 26, 9:00 p.m.
Faculty Senate Meeting

Tuesday, April 9, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Faculty Senate Meeting

Tuesday, April 30, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
MPCC Student Success Forum

Wednesday, May 6, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., University of Saint Thomas
The Auction at MCAD

Thursday, May 16, 7:00-9:30 p.m., Main Gallery

On view:
Intro to Visual Effects: Fall 23 Class Showreel

Friday. February 9-Wednesday, February 21, College Center 
Exhibition: Jody Wiliams: Artist, Teacher, Mentor 

Tuesday, January 23–Friday, February 23, Suitcase Gallery (4th Floor, Main Building, outside of the 
Printshop)

2022/23 MCAD–Jerome Fellowship Exhibition
Tuesday, January 16–Saturday, March 2, Main Gallery (1st Floor, Main Building, Near North Entrance)

Seeing Plants Reception
Tuesday, January 16–Saturday, April 13, Concourse Gallery (2nd Floor, Main Building)

mailto:jhowley135@mcad.edu
https://www.facebook.com/events/907191460762143/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A844287767475313%7D%7D]%22%7D
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6t3dhEjIbpAQLp1fMo4-E8FsRGeRleTcq6WblSSDAFVamZQ/viewform
https://intranet.mcad.edu/calendar/visiting-artist-lecture-visiting-artist-lecture-andrew-chesworth
https://intranet.mcad.edu/calendar/opening-reception-keepmeinmind-gallery-148-solo-show
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87531368138?pwd=czNSQWpSY09ROEFtT1FBYjdpbmQ2Zz09#success
https://intranet.mcad.edu/news/call-art-made-mcad-2024-all-student-juried-exhibition
https://www.mcad.edu/events/weaving-water-workshop-seeing-plants-mcad-community-offering
https://www.mcad.edu/events/auction-mcad
https://intranet.mcad.edu/news/intro-visual-effects-fall-23-class-showreel
https://intranet.mcad.edu/calendar/reception-202223-mcad%E2%80%93jerome-fellowship-exhibition
https://intranet.mcad.edu/calendar/reception-seeing-plants-reception


RESOURCES & OPPORTUNITIES
Worldwide Climate and Justice Education Week
The Worldwide Climate and Justice Education Week is a coordinated global educational event that engages hundreds
of institutions and tens of thousands of people in interdisciplinary learning (and action) on climate and justice. 

Drop-in Canvas Help with Teaching and Learning Excellence
You bring your questions and TLE will bring the cozy drinks! Strategize, brainstorm, and troubleshoot with us about
anything Canvas-related. Wednesdays from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at Morrison 101

Tech Tip | Emergency Remote Teaching
Need to teach your face-to-face lesson online with a quick turnaround? This toolkit is a quick start guide in helping you
prepare a lesson for emergency remote teaching.

Accessibility in the Arts Series
The Accessibility in the Arts Series provides an in-depth look at accessible design as it pertains to an art and design
practice. All of the toolkits in this series follow the same format. We engage with color, sound, visual media, etc.
through an accessibility lens, chat about strategies you (or your students) can embed in your own practice, and end
with recommendations for making accessibility a larger conversation within your class. Our semester starts off with
accessible color theory. Updates are planned about once a month throughout the term.

New Artist Residency and Exchange in Fergus Falls, MN
Springboard for the Arts has a new artist residency and exchange in Fergus Falls, MN by the name of Falls
Community Arts Exchange. It is open to artists, creatives, culture bearers, community leaders, or travelers who want
to experience the local arts community of Otter Tail County. 

They are now accepting applications for the Artist Track of the exchange. This career development track is for
individual artists interested in deep exchange with rural creative ecosystems, and who are interested in completing a
collaborative project that supports local community goals through creative engagement. Visiting artists receive a
$4,500 stipend and spend 4 weeks living in Fergus Falls, where they receive support and coaching from Springboard
staff, connect with local artists, and work on a modest collaborative project with a local organization. 

The application closes at midnight CST on March 21. 

2023 McKnight Visual Artist Fellowship Application Now Open 
The McKnight Visual Artist Fellowship program rewards Minnesota visual artists whose work is of exceptional artistic
merit and who have created a substantial body of work to be at a career stage beyond emerging. This year a total of
six $25,000 fellowships will be awarded. In addition, the Visual Artist fellows will have the opportunity to meet with five
visiting national critics, to participate in a McKnight Discussion Series that features fellows and invited critics, to attend
a 1–2 week artist residency through Artists Community Alliance (ACA), and to use additional funds for individualized
professional development activities.

The deadline to apply is Friday, March 22 at 12:00 p.m.

2025 Jerome Hill Artist Fellowship
This Fellowship supports artists working in Dance; Film, Video and Digital Production; Literature; Music; Technology
Centered Arts; Theater/Performance/Spoken Word; and Visual Arts, who embrace their roles as part of a larger
community of artists and citizens, and consciously work with a sense of service and responsibility.
 
Support is directed to early career artists, which Jerome Foundation defines as within the 2nd–10th year as a
generative artist. Fellows receive $60,000 over three consecutive years ($20,000 each year) to support time and
expenses for the creation of new work, artistic development, and/or professional artistic career development. The
Foundation expects to award a total of 45 fellowships across 7 artistic fields.
 
The application is now open. The deadline is Monday, April 15 by 4:00 p.m. Central time/5:00 p.m. Eastern time.
 
Please read the 2025 Fellowship guide to learn more about the program, eligibility factors, the application and review
process, and resources to support the application process, such as info sessions and appointments with Jerome staff.

Continuing Education Teaching Opportunities

https://gps.bard.edu/world-wide-teach-in-2023?link_id=1&can_id=f3a3d2ddbbcf5294c86db623c1a91907&source=email-join-us-worldwide-climate-and-justice-education-week-launches-917&email_referrer=email_2038191&email_subject=join-us-worldwide-climate-and-justice-education-week-launches-917
https://gps.bard.edu/world-wide-teach-in-2023?link_id=1&can_id=f3a3d2ddbbcf5294c86db623c1a91907&source=email-join-us-worldwide-climate-and-justice-education-week-launches-917&email_referrer=email_2038191&email_subject=join-us-worldwide-climate-and-justice-education-week-launches-917
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_pjUofJwphs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13_rNmobrTGtZCwWVpAzWAVKggVz0XtWMY73trB2et1k/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13nOzAv9d7t4HPn8LhNTCkiBxBUANjGq2jzXtQoP2Tto/edit
https://springboardforthearts.org/falls-community-arts-exchange/
https://springboardforthearts.org/falls-community-arts-exchange/
https://mcad.submittable.com/submit
https://mcad.submittable.com/submit
https://www.jeromefdn.org/jerome-hill-artist-fellowship?utm_source=Jerome+Foundation+Program+Interest&utm_campaign=8912af78da-FVDP_Launch_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_85577d4a11-8912af78da-585493941
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/flo3666kv7wcldmojva2r/2025-JHAF-Fellowship-Guide.pdf?rlkey=77ogciwa10dplxcj77mcu59ps&utm_source=Jerome+Foundation+Program+Interest&utm_campaign=8912af78da-FVDP_Launch_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_85577d4a11-8912af78da-585493941&dl=0


Interested in additional teaching opportunities? MCAD's Continuing Education program welcomes applications and
course proposals for teaching youth and adults, both in person and online, on a range of topics throughout the year.
Email continuing_education@mcad.edu for more information.

Resources from Student Counseling and Wellness Services 
The MCAD Student Counseling and Wellness Service provides assistance with the developmental, situational, and
adjustment concerns common to many undergraduate and graduate students, as well as with mental health issues
students may struggle with. As faculty, you often come into contact with students regularly and thus are in an excellent
position to help point students to resources that MCAD provides. Your attention and support as a faculty member will
often be enough, but at other times a student may benefit from more specific professional help that is beyond the
scope of your role. In these cases, students should be referred to the services provided by the MCAD Counseling and
Wellness Staff. 

For more information on the Counseling and Wellness office, referral process, mental health responses, and
resources, visit the office’s Intranet page in addition to some useful faculty-specific resources.

FACULTY ACTIVITIES
Ed Charbonneau Interviews Suyao Tian in the Chromosphere: The Color Theory
Podcast
Ed Charbonneau interviews fellow faculty member Suyao Tian, exploring her process as a painter and her personal
approaches to using color. Please find more information related to this episode here. More information about each
episode can be found on the Chromosphere website.

2023 McKnight Printmaking Fellowship Exhibition
Print Paper Book Faulty and Area Coordinator, Natasha Pestich, will be exhibiting printed works on handmade paper
produced during her 2023 McKnight Fellowship in Printmaking at Highpoint Center for Printmaking in Minneapolis,
along with the work of MCAD Alum ('94), Carolyn Swiszcz. Mark your calendars for the exhibition opening and
reception on Friday, March 8th, 6:30-9:00 p.m. There will also be a public conversation moderated by Casey Riley,
Chair of Global Contemporary Art and Curator of Photography and New Media on Thursday, April 4th, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
The exhibition runs through Friday, April 26th. 

Star Tribune Features: Patrick Coyle
QUIET ON SET: Director Patrick Coyle, Adjunct Professor featured in the Star Tribune. Please check out the Article. 

ACADEMIC CABINET AND CURRICULUM MEETINGS
Cabinet 1-7-24
We began with a check-in around the room. Robert shared that Diane Ragsdale’s family donated her library to MCAD
and that the books have now been moved and the library staff is currently sorting through them. They will make up the
Diane Elizabeth Ragsdale Collection. Communications and Marketing Strategy requested that we remind chairs and
directors that student work is requested to highlight on our website and other associated promotional material. Steven
Candy set up a google drive with folders for all departments to contribute material. We reviewed all new course
proposals, along with changes to existing courses and course retirements. In addition, we reviewed adjusted program
planning sheets (Product Design, Curatorial Studies minor, Experimental Games minor, and Creative
Entrepreneurship/MA in Sustainable Design dual degree). Time was provided for questions and feedback on all
course/program changes. 10-day stats were presented by Jim Howley and Melissa Rands, showing a 10.68%

mailto:continuing_education@mcad.edu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cnjJ3egfFwscG4Y8KALvReoDr-Dsp-_A/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102190101076203314395&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q7TtKxIFw4FREsQsIVG9N1f_QWILGhK5/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102190101076203314395&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d6mVu5kfjtPigKYQZpUb0qtnqxpb3Dvp/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102190101076203314395&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://intranet.mcad.edu/department/student-counseling-and-wellness
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1859353/14490356-interview-with-suyao-tian-a-journey-into-color
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1859353/14490356-interview-with-suyao-tian-a-journey-into-color
https://moboxo.com/interview-with-suyao-tian-a-journey-into-color/
https://moboxo.com/choromosphere-podcast/
https://www.highpointprintmaking.org/calendar/2023/mcknight
https://replica.startribune.com/infinity/article_popover_share.aspx?guid=c98ee607-4fe2-4c56-b5cd-24155acf0e7a&share=true
https://replica.startribune.com/infinity/article_popover_share.aspx?guid=c98ee607-4fe2-4c56-b5cd-24155acf0e7a&share=true


undergraduate decline from the fall enrollment numbers and substantive increase in MA graduate enrollments,
including a 27% increase in the MA in Graphics and Web Design. A more granular look at first year students will be
presented at the next meeting.
 
Curriculum 2-14-24
We began with a check-in around the room. Jim Howley led a follow-up discussion on the qualitative responses to the
SNAAP (Strategic National Arts Alumni Project) survey from 2022. Conversation focused on Career Development,
resources after commencement, uneven support across majors, debt and how to better communicate resources to all
students and alumni. Jim reminded the group to review the Institutional Learning Outcomes and add
comments/suggestions to the shared document. Jen Zuccola shared details related to first year students who did not
return to MCAD this spring including mental health, financial and academic challenges. Students in the First Year
Experience course retained at higher numbers. Reminders related to programs chairs and directors that the final fall
curriculum is due on February 27.

For Your Students
Made at MCAD 2024: All-Student Juried Exhibition
All current MCAD students (all degrees and all divisions) are invited to participate in the Made at MCAD 2024 call for
art. This annual juried exhibition features the best work submitted by current MCAD students pursuing all degrees in
design, fine arts, media arts, and entrepreneurial studies. Participants have a chance to win five $250 cash prizes.

Each student can submit up to three individual/collaborative works or one series of up to eight pieces. The work
submitted must have been done while enrolled as a student at MCAD. Any medium, including time-based works (e.g.,
film, video, websites, and animation), is acceptable. 

MPCC Announces Phillips Scholars Program
Phillips Scholars create and test innovative ideas that address community problems by running their own summer
projects. Students come together in their cohort to develop their leadership skills and prepare for their projects.
Scholars receive more than $9000 in scholarships and stipends. More information is found here. Applications are due
February 23, 2024.

Call for Entry - Student Artists' Book Competition

Call for Student Volunteers for ICON12 Minneapolis
The Illustration Conference: ICON12 is coming to Minneapolis and students can apply to volunteer in exchange for
free admission to the conference! ICON The Illustration Conference brings together top illustrators, designers,
educators, representatives, and art buyers to explore the future of illustration. 

To help keep the conference buzzing and operating smoothly, they are creating a student Volunteer Team:
Each of the ICON12 board of directors needs a team to help them execute all aspects of the conference, from 
set up, registration, check-in, office admin, bookstore, stagecraft, speaker concierge/wranglers, events, and 
more.
Volunteers receive a free conference ticket that includes all events and parties!
The volunteer application is due Friday, February 23. Those selected will be notified via email in March of 2024 
with info and links where they can register for the conference and reserve their discount hotel room if needed.

Students can apply to volunteer here.

https://intranet.mcad.edu/news/call-art-made-mcad-2024-all-student-juried-exhibition
https://intranet.mcad.edu/news/mpcc-announces-phillips-scholars-program
https://www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/program-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10LBY7v3bLM0txYkMJs8MqbeaWdDQ_pQ2
https://intranet.mcad.edu/news/call-entry-student-artists-book-competition
https://intranet.mcad.edu/news/call-student-volunteers-icon12-minneapolis
https://theillustrationconference.org/
https://form.jotform.com/232665426099162


Have something to contribute? Submit content for Faculty Focus
Refer to the archive of Faculty Focus

Find more resources on our Intranet page
Looking to stay up-to-date on all events?

Subscribe to the “What’s Up at MCAD” Calendar
and customize your notifications to never miss a beat.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSft8XBKVjABEPPwv_KQx4BPfmFNtpDmYVugaysvk1hrqKPnpg/viewform?gxids=7757
https://intranet.mcad.edu/resources/faculty-focus-editions
https://intranet.mcad.edu/department/academic-affairs
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=Y19mYmkxZWRobjhsNGg2NmVqcnB2NGxldmo0NEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://support.google.com/calendar/answer/37242?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en#zippy=%2Cturn-notifications-on-or-off

